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HOME PROFILE
WHO LIVES HERE

ara Minar, a social workar
THE PROPERTY
A four-bedroam thatched

il routyd
1800, n Pyn, Eagl Sumsex
PRICE £250,000
MONEY SPENT 25 O0C
IHAT IT"S WORTH NOW
o0
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»
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GRADE-1I

LISTED COTTAGE

ookt Jike something straight out of a fasrv rale

Sara Milner’s pretry whitcwashed cortruge, with ins

Gothic-style windows and slvery nrey tharch, was

areal l.lml Sara admats ll!."ﬂ eVer '.l‘..:( W 31‘:1*. >|‘A’ hirst

I('ilﬁK' U0 lllt proper 1y i“d' WS sW l';!f Away "“

1S l*('.'lll(\' JIX'I .\"(.“\'('d l'l('l' h('.&li o rul-.- i’ll.'! l)(';lll

I rhoughe it was so sweet, but totally impractical, she says

referring to the amount of mamtenance the Grade 11 listed

howse would require, ‘1 dadi'’t even give a thoughe to the upkeep

of the thatched roof ur the wooded arca behind the cottage!

In 2009, Sarawas dwidsng her ime between Brighton and

Hawkhurst, Kene, with fwerexpartoer, [t was with a view to buying

N \l'vc‘;rlu.l erreat that tl-". c{ln‘.r(u R'.r ear thecoastm B ast

Sussex, ravaew the corrage They put mean offer and. ot long

ifterwards, the property was theirs, Covummstunces then changad

when the couple separated, so Sara took the decasion to ke the

cortage her full-mne home and she quickly nomed Twer mimd e

renovaning it "There were black beams and magnolia: painred

walls everywhere because e hod boen rented our she recalls

Sara moved in with fricnds while the cotrage wasdamp-proofed,

replastered asd decor ired chronghour. She alseo had the vidge

of the thutch replaced. “[ didant ksow anything about thatelsed

propernies but descovered vou have to get the rdge done aeery

10 Years :unl llu‘ whole lmvt'lqvl'.u od Jl!llllhl{"-(‘l\‘ 30, ar 3 cost

of about 14,000, There are ditferent types of thareh and this

hosse has water reed with a straw ndge” Sara explains. Having

'

)
a ||1;ﬂ("‘d‘ll rool means (h( eare "pl.'tihf CLALSCS 1IN my homece

insurance policy, For example, 'm not allowed kg bumers

because the heat concentrates in the Bue and can cause a fire!

The cottage sits on the side of a steep. wooded basik - there was

omee a waterworks nearby, takang sdhvantage of the natural springs

in the haltside. T have little springs poppmg up every now and then

.lrnlm.{ th-g.mlrn | hA‘iunr Appear just .lhu\.l't'nr|1.|?lu ol |’|.l.‘

S| |‘s.1|cfr.ml.a@' putm to channed the water asway, she says

Inside, the propersy has a bright ver cosy feed. Sara had most

of the dark bearns pamted whate and has cleverdy msed mberited

antiguees with mid-century finds. “Collecting things has always been

apart of my life) she savs. "My grandimorher was an obsessive »

| HALLWAY ANDSNUG
The walls are panted n
Fanow & Bal's Ponting
Sara also had the onginal
beams panted in the samo
vwarm white shadke 1o give
2 greater sonse of space
n the namow halhay, A
previous taner nstaled
the Sagstons tles, which
were splvaged rom a
shipwreck. These ae

softenad by arug n
the snug 10 g & Cosy
feed. The armchar and
woooan chest am trom
Rye Auction Gallkenas
Sarainharsed the
grandiather clock e
her grandmothar, wiho
was an avid collsctor, An
Oda Kisly cushion adds f

a pop of modem colow
arcl pattam to the aea
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GRADE-II LISTED COTTAG“

DINING ROOM

Ths nrginal Gothss-dasign

winclows ars onae of

Sara’s favounte satures

n the cottage. Above
Ihe table hang industnal
styie panciant s from
Bue-Sky Lightng
GARDEN

Sara Tkes 1o redax with &

drnk in the summerhouse
alter work, She sowurced
Ine pew and crate at
A0Cca aucty

LIVING ROOM
Mid-cestury-atyie
furniture, Nekuding

the Habitat sofa and
glass-topped coffee
tabie, add character

o the spaca. Tha large
Of Z&ining s by hes
Inend and loca!l artst
Nick Archar »
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‘Collecting

always been a part of m

life. My grandmother was
an obsessive collector’

LHAUE-I LioliEld COTTAGE

collecror - she had go grandfather clocks in her house: They
never used 1o be set to exactly the same time. so for abour 1o
minutes every hour there sould be a chorus of chimes. You
can imagine what o was like ar mght!”

To one side of the compact kitchen hies a lnele saug and
hallway with a guarry stoae Hoor. Thas s Saea's Lavounte spor
to sit durng winter, when she has a fire burning in the hearth
’rhl‘ llllul'r\' 'll(‘.‘ were "u‘ m h\' d Pr("-’“)ui owner “"K) wasa
member of the local historcal societs. They had been salvaged
just off the coast from a sunken ship that had beea carrying a
cargo of French tiles” she reveals.

The bright sittmg room, with its taupe walls andd splashes of
red and orunge, has a retro feel. 'Tve always iked mad century
preces, Sara savs ' onginally studsed product and fumiture
destgn, and was Sascmated by many of the Brinsh and European
designers of thar era betore they became trendy in recent years!

Next door 1 the dining room, the only area where Sarn has
Jefe the beams in thew origimal dark colour, which lends o nyore
formal sir. Taw bedrooms, including the main, ond o bathroom,
with sesrolltap hath, complere the downstars layour. Upstairs
T rwo further bedrooms and o small under- caves space

Ohrside, the honse is painted whare, with a pale sage shade nsed
on the window frames and front door The Gothic-stvle windons
and riny guatrefoil in the roof apex are a real focal poine - *[Hove
themt says Sura A sumimerhouse sits at the fooe of the garden.

Afrer overhauleng the house, Saraset about imenersing herself in
the locad soene. 'For a while, [ wasnt sure whether I'd stay in Rye o
retuen to Brighton, but now U'm actively involved in the kel
satling und tenms clubs, and have made 4 lot of friends” she says.
The only downside to living in Rye ix that Sara’s office 15 m Surrey,
which means a three or four-bour round-tnip, Tt feels manageable
hecause 1'm able to work from home a couple of days a week, she
says. It also feeds worth it as T love my house and the location
espocially neaw that 've sdpusted to a rural wav of life, Rye is full of
quirky shops, gallenics and restarants, phus it has such an arty vibe”

As for the future, Sara has ane more renevation project.['m
plannmg o pat m an exera bathroom upstaws. shesavs, COverall,
however, the cortage s exactly the way she wants it "When |
bought the house, there wis permissson ro extend the soue and
corrwdor, hut ['ve now gronn to ke how cosv and quirky 11is.” (63

GUEST BEDROOM sand dune custion
This enchanting space ot the bed Is from the

= iuckad upin the aaves
and has alovely quatredol
warcicow, The Fame and
wardrobxa doces ara
pairvied In Farow

3 Bali's Mizzte and the
foor n Armmonite, Sara’s
grararmoiher gave: her
the rocking chak when
she was st e The

Purdie Galiery in Rye
BATHROOM

Whate Metro wal tiles.,
taken all the way up
1o the ceding, help ths
space les larger. The
mirror is from Graham
& Green and Sarn
found the vintage
radio in a unk shop
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